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Monday, 14 July
Sala Montefiore
10.00-10.30
Welcoming Remarks
Vittorio Levis
Alide Cagidemetrio
Murray Baumgarten & Shaul Bassi

10.30-12.00
Jews In Early Modern Venice
Kimberly lynn Hossain & 
Gretchen Starr-LeBeau - 
“Law, Inquisitorial Culture and the Jews in Venice”

Lisa Pon
“Jews and the Plague”
  Coffee Break

James Arieti
“Usury and the Blood Libel in Medieval and Renaissance Italy”

Thomas Cartelli
“Venice in the Early Modern Cultural Imaginary”

15.00-16.00
Werner Sollors
“american ethnic literature, jewish literature, & theories of ethnicity”
  Coffee Break

16.15-17.45
Benjamin Ravid 
“Reflections on the Research on the Jews of the Venetian Republic”

18.30
Jewish Classical Music Concert
Aula Didattica

Tuesday, 15 July
Aula Didattica
9.30-11.00
Memory, Memoir, and Gender
John Downey 
“Ghetto as Dangerous Memory”

Jill Fields 
“Gender and the Ghetto”

Michael Shapiro 
“The Holocaust from a Child’s Point of View: Roberto Bassi’s Memoir”
  Coffee Break

11.15-12.45
In Search of Jewish Identity in the Post-
Emancipation World
Daniel Clasby
“The Local Politics of Italianità: Jewish Identity & culture in Liberal Italy”

Laura Rosenzweig
“Jewish Space, Jewish Time, and Jewish Identity in America”

Gabriele Mancuso
“Singing to the God of Israel in Contemporary Southern Italy”

15.00-17.00
Jewish Music in Italy
Rav Elia Ricchetti 
“Hazanut in Italia: The Cantorial Tradition”

Enrico Fink
“Invisible Music: Jewish Presence in Italy”

17.30
film screening
“The Tree Of Life” by hava volterra



Wednesday, 16 July
Aula Didattica
10.00-12.00
The Cultures of the Ghetto
Howard Stern
“Polyphony, Style, and Liminality in Music on Both Sides of the Ghetto Gates”

Monique Balbuena
“constructing identity: Portuguese and Judeo-Spanish in jewish venice”

  Coffee Break

Yehudah Cohn
“The Responsa of Leone Modena”

Cristiana Facchini
“Kabbalistic Meditations: Leone Modena, Kabbalah, and the Baroque”

14.00-16.00
20th Century Jewish Writing
David Buyze
“Italo Svevo and the Psychological Racialization of Jewish consciousness”

Kathrine Jason
“Towards a Definition of the Jewish Italian Writer”

  Coffee Break

John Champagne
“The Queer Among Us: Homosexuality in 20th-century Italian Jewish Texts”

Yael Chaver
“A Post-Holocaust Hebrew Shylock” 

Robert Levine 
“The Actor’s Nightmare: Playing Shylock”

16.30-17.45
Bryan Cheyette
“Postcolonial and Jewish Studies: Secret Sharers” 
(or “The Importance of Being Venice”)

Thursday, 17 July
Aula Didattica
9.00-10.30
Enhancing the Understanding of Jewish 
Culture in the Undergraduate Curriculum
Sharon Michalove 
“Creating a Viable Study Abroad Learning Experience: Strategies and Curriculum”

Lisa Calevi
“Syllabus Development: Jewish Venice, Culture and Context”

Jacqueline Gutwirth
“Bread and Concourse: Two Sources for 18th-century Venetian Jewish Life”
  Coffee Break

11.00-12.00
arts in & of the ghetto
Elisabeth Milkes Jerome
“visualizing the Life & Times of Il Ghetto Veneziano”

Joanna Harris
“a basse-danza by guglielmo ebreo, Jewish Dancing Master”

14.00-15.00
Panel discussion
The Venice Center for International Jewish Studies

15.30-16.45
Marc Shell
“The Difference of Our Spirit: Christians, Jews, and Muslims in Venice”

17.00-18.00
Book Launch and Reception
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WEEK 1
MONDAY, June 16
Welcome & Introductions

Murray Baumgarten 
Israeli Poets visit Venice

Donatella Calabi
The City of the Jews

TUESDAY, June 17
Renata Segre
The Jews in Venice before the Ghetto

Shaul Bassi
Shakespeare’s Venice

WEDNESDAY, June 18
Tour of Jewish Museum

Dana Katz 
Architecture and the Gaze of the Ghetto

THURSDAY, June 19
Deanna Shemek  
Italian Women Writers of the Renaissance

Deanna Shemek 
Sara Copio Sullam and Italian Women 
Writers

WEEK 2
MONDAY, June 23
Joshua Holo
german jews in the ghetto: a case study

TUESDAY, June 24
Daytrip to jewish Trieste

WEDNESDAY, June 25
Marina Karem 
Representation of Jews in Venetian painting

Sara Lovadina
TraditionAL Venetian Jewish Food 
Demonstration

THURSDAY, June 26
Dana Katz  
Contest of Ecclesia and Sinagoga

Shaul Bassi
Notes on the Judeo-Venetian Dialect

WEEK 3
MONDAY, June 30
Murray Baumgarten
Reading Sennett on the Ghetto: The Jews as 
Aliens/ Who was Leone Modena?

TUESDAY, July 1
Ariella Lang
Irony and Strategy in Simone Luzzatto’s 
Discorso

Gadi Luzzatto Voghera 
Jewish Emancipation and the Cost of 
Dispersion

WEDNESDAY, July 2
Simon Levis Sullam
Italian Jews and the Risorgimento

Murray Baumgarten
Shaul Bassi
Ghetto Visitors and Modern Literature -
Dickens, Howells, & Zangwill

THURSDAY, July 3
Emanuela Trevisan Semi
Civil Religion of Modern Israel in Italy

WEEK 4
MONDAY, July 7
Simon Levis Sullam 
Jews, Fascism and Italian literature

TUESDAY, July 8 
Shaul Bassi
David Buyze
Caryl Phillips’s The Nature of Blood

WEDNESDAY, July 9
Murray Baumgarten
Reading Primo Levi

James Arieti
Reading The Parnas

THURSDAY, July 10
Roberto Bassi
Napoleone Jesurum
Olga Neerman
Testimonies of the Racial laws in Venice

NEH Summer Institute: “Venice, The Jews, & Italian Culture”
Venice, Italy   -   Summer 2008



conference venue:
comunità ebraica di venezia
sala montefiore
campo di ghetto vecchio,  cannaregio 1189

Aula didattica
calle del forno, cannaregio 1107/ 08

information:
+39-329-4210056

conference coordinators: 
sharon michalove
Thomas cartelli
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